
Fall 2006 

Dear International Student: 

We are pleased to welcome you to The Boston Conservatory's international
community and are committed to offering many resources to support you in
your music, academics, and personal life.

International Student Affairs endeavors to support international students and
promote international education at the Conservatory through international
student advising, a comprehensive English as a Second Language (ESL) pro-
gram, and cross-cultural and educational programs throughout the year. We
encourage you to use these resources to enrich your educational experience at
the Conservatory and to advance your English language and cross-cultural
skills.

The International Student Handbook is designed to answer many of your
questions about F-1 student status, important resources and services at the
Conservatory, and life in Boston. Additional information about academics and
campus life may be found in the Conservatory's general Student Handbook.

We look forward to welcoming you to the Conservatory and to working with
you during your studies.

Sincerely,

Rebekah de Wit, Ph.D.
Director of International Student Affairs
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The Boston Conservatory residence halls are closed during winter and sum-
mer breaks, and no on-campus housing is available during those times. If you
need help finding a place to stay while the residence halls are closed, please
ask the Director of Housing and Residence Life for a list of youth hostels and
hotels in the area. Some students make plans to travel in the U.S. or arrange a
homestay with an American family during a vacation.

To live in the residence halls, you must submit a Housing Application and a
non-refundable deposit. You must also sign a Housing Contract. This is a very
important agreement and cannot be broken. Read the Housing Contract very
carefully before you sign it.

Please see the Residence Life Handbook for more detailed information about
on-campus housing and residence life. If you have questions or concerns
about on-campus housing, contact the Director of Housing and Residence
Life in the Student Union at 24 The Fenway, or call (617) 912-9165.

OOFFFF--CCAAMMPPUUSS HHOOUUSSIINNGG

Finding an affordable apartment in Boston is challenging. The Office of
Housing and Residence Life publishes the Guide to Off-Campus Housing, a
booklet containing helpful information about finding a place to live. You may
wish to consult a real estate agent for assistance, but be sure to inquire about
fees. A standard real estate agent’s fee is one month’s rent. There are many
state and federal laws designed to protect tenants. If you live off-campus, you
are strongly encouraged to learn about your rights and responsibilities as a
tenant. You may print a Guide to Tenant’s Rights by visiting the state
Attorney General’s website:
http://www.ago.state.ma.us/filelibrary/Consumertenants.html

PPOOSSTTAALL IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN

The United States Postal Service (USPS) provides mail services in the United
States. For express mail and package delivery, services are also available
through United Parcel Service (UPS), Federal Express, and DHL. Postage
stamps may be purchased at machines in many post offices, so you do not
have to wait in line. Post Offices are located throughout Boston. The closest
location is 207 Massachusetts Ave., across from the Christian Science Center.
Most post offices are closed on Sundays. The Fort Point Station Post Office,
located at 25 Dorchester Ave., near South Station, is open 24 hours a day,
every day.

Student mail for resident students may be picked up from the Receptionist in
the lobby of 8 The Fenway, Monday–Friday between the hours of 9–11 a.m.
and 12:30–6 p.m On Saturday, mail can be picked up from the Campus
Safety desk in the lobby of 8 The Fenway from 1–4 p.m. A photo ID is
required to pick up your mail.
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SSHHOOPPPPIINNGG

Food can be purchased at convenience stores and supermarkets. Two nearby
supermarkets are Whole Foods Market (15 Westland Ave., across from
Symphony Hall), and Trader Joe’s (on Boylston Street inbound, across the
street from the Prudential Center).

Clothing and household items can be purchased throughout Boston. Popular
places for shopping include Downtown Crossing (many different department
stores including the discount stores Marshall’s and the famous Filene’s
Basement); Newbury Street, Faneuil Hall, and shopping centers (Shops at
Prudential, Copley Place, Cambridgeside Galleria). Ask other students for
their recommendations.

SSOOCCIIAALL SSEECCUURRIITTYY NNUUMMBBEERRSS

If you open a bank account, rent an apartment, or have an on-campus job,
you may be asked for a Social Security number. It is illegal for agencies to
deny you a service if you do not have a Social Security number. You are only
eligible for a Social Security number if you are authorized for employment.
(You need a Social Security number in order to receive a paycheck.) If you
qualify for employment, see the Director of International Student Affairs for
instructions on how to obtain a Social Security number and to obtain a
required letter of support.

If you will not be employed, you do not qualify for a Social Security number.
If this is the case, you may go to the Social Security Office and request a letter
stating that you are “ineligible to receive a Social Security number.” You
should present this letter if you are asked for a Social Security number at any
other agency, such as a bank or realtor’s office.

The nearest Social Security Office address is 10 Causeway St., Boston,
telephone: 1-800-772-1213.

TTEELLEEPPHHOONNEESS

Pre-paid calling cards are a convenient way to control long-distance bills.
Rates for calling cards vary, so shop carefully. Pre-paid calling cards are avail-
able at most convenience stores.

If you do not live in the undergraduate residence halls, you will need to have
a telephone installed in your residence. You may be charged a telephone
installation fee, and you may experience a delay in phone installation because
of the high level of demand by returning Boston area college students in
September. If you live in the residence halls, your Resident Assistant (RA) can
help you contact the appropriate telephone company and subscribe for serv-
ice.

Long-distance calling services are available through several major companies.
Providers include: RCN (1-800-891-7770), AT& T (1-800-533-6198), MCI
(1-800-950-5555) and Sprint (1-800-877-7746). If you will be making a lot
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Tipping
Tips are usually not included in the bill. Always leave a 15–20% tip for the
waiter or waitress if the service is satisfactory. You can leave the tip on the
table or add the tip to your credit card bill. It is not necessary to tip at a fast
food restaurant. If you are ordering food to be delivered, it is customary to
give a tip to the person who delivers the food. If you are ordering take-out
food that you will pick up at the restaurant, it is polite to leave a small tip,
but not necessary.

Taking Food Home
U.S. restaurants often serve large portions of food. If you wish to take the
remainder of your restaurant meal home, ask the waiter or waitress to wrap it
up for you. It is very common practice, so you should not feel shy about ask-
ing for this service.

Smoking
Smoking is not allowed in Boston restaurants and bars. If you are in another
city, and you are not sure if smoking is allowed, always ask before lighting a
cigarette.

Alcohol
In the United States, you must be at least 21 years old to drink alcohol. You
may be asked to show proof of your age if you order an alcoholic beverage in
a restaurant or bar. A passport, driver’s license, or Massachusetts Liquor ID is
acceptable.

EENNTTEERRTTAAIINNMMEENNTT

Boston offers a variety of concerts, nightclubs, and entertainment options.
You can find something interesting to do every night of the week.

For listings of performances, movies, plays, and festivals, check The Boston
Phoenix newspaper (printed every Thursday, free at convenience stores or
from street dispensers) or the “Calendar” section of The Boston Globe
(Thursdays, 50¢). If you have Internet access, go to www.boston.com for up-
to-date information.

Many of Boston’s dance clubs are located on Landsdowne Street, not far from
The Boston Conservatory. Although this area is within walking distance from
The Boston Conservatory, always be cautious and walk with a group when
going to or from Landsdowne Street at night. Do not walk alone: call a taxi
or take the T. Most nightclubs require a photo ID and/or a cover charge 
($5–$10) for admission.

Boston also has excellent museums. Some favorites are the Museum of 
Fine Arts, the Museum of Science, the Isabella Stewart Gardener Museum,
and the New England Aquarium. All museums are accessible by public 
transportation. Boston Conservatory students may gain free admission to the
Museum of Fine Arts by showing their Conservatory ID card. Many other
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CCAARREEEERR PPLLAANNNNIINNGG RREESSOOUURRCCEESS

The world of performing arts is extremely competitive, so finding employ-
ment as a performer can be a challenge. The Boston Conservatory Career
Center is available to provide career information and resources for all stu-
dents and alumni of The Boston Conservatory. The Career Center provides
information on career tools such as resumés, headshots, cover letters and
press packets. The director of Career Services can also assist in developing a
job search and improving your interviewing and presentation skills. In addi-
tion, the Career Center supplies performing arts industry resources and can
help you determine where you should look for employment.

If you are well prepared, you have a greater chance of finding a job that is
right for you. The Career Center is located in the Student Center in the base-
ment of 24 The Fenway.

IINNTTEERRNNAATTIIOONNAALL SSTTUUDDEENNTT AASSSSOOCCIIAATTIIOONN

The International Student Association is open to all students interested in
learning about, supporting, and celebrating world cultures and the
Conservatory's diverse international community. The group organizes activi-
ties that promote cross-cultural understanding and positive relationships
among people of all nations.

TTAAIIWWAANN SSTTUUDDEENNTT AASSSSOOCCIIAATTIIOONN

The Taiwan Student Association supports and assists new Taiwanese students
at The Boston Conservatory. The group works to promote mutual friendship
and understanding between Taiwanese students and other students in The
Boston Conservatory community through social, intellectual, and cultural
activities. All students are welcome.

WWOORRLLDDFFEESSTT

Worldfest is an international celebration held every spring semester at The
Boston Conservatory. The celebration traditionally includes international
music and dance performances by students and faculty, a dinner with foods
from all over the world, and salsa dancing to the music of a live Latin band.
All international students are encouraged to participate in Worldfest. It is a
wonderful opportunity to share your culture with The Boston Conservatory
community and to celebrate the Conservatory's cultural diversity. See the
Director of International Student Affairs if you would like to be involved in
Worldfest.
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CCRREEDDIITT CCAARRDDSS

Credit cards are a popular and widely accepted form of payment. Mastercard
and Visa are the most widely recognized credit cards. You can make purchas-
es up to your credit limit and you will receive a monthly bill from the credit
card company. Some credit cards charge an annual fee. Ask your bank for
more information about credit cards that may be available to you. If your
credit card is ever lost or stolen, you should call the bank or credit card com-
pany immediately to cancel the card. Make a note of the customer service tele-
phone number and keep it in a safe place in case this happens to you.

Please note: The Boston Conservatory does not accept payment by credit
card.

OOTTHHEERR BBAANNKK SSEERRVVIICCEESS

Major banks can also arrange traveler’s checks, safe deposit boxes (to store
valuable documents or belongings), and money exchange. Some of these serv-
ices require advance notice, so ask your bank if you are interested.

CCHHEECCKKIINNGG AACCCCOOUUNNTTSS

Checking accounts are very popular in the U.S. Be sure to compare fees and
services at several banks before opening an account. Some accounts allow you
to earn interest on the money you deposit. Some might require a minimum
amount of money to maintain the account (called a "minimum balance").
Several banks offer "no fee checking," which many students prefer.

Be sure to keep a careful and accurate record of every check that you write. If
your money falls below your minimum balance or if you write a check for
more money than is available in your account, you will likely be charged
extra fees. Be sure to fully understand the terms "overdraw" and "bounced
check”; a bank employee can explain these to you. Checks are commonly
used to pay bills and pay for services. You may also pay by check in many
stores; typically this also requires showing a photo ID card.

CCAASSHHIINNGG CCHHEECCKKSS

If you want to deposit a check in your bank account or exchange a check for
cash, endorse it by signing your name and writing your account number on
the back of the check. You may be asked for a photo ID when you cash the
check.

SSAAVVIINNGGSS AACCCCOOUUNNTTSS

A savings account allows you to earn interest on the money in your account,
usually at a higher rate than a checking account. If you maintain both savings
and checking accounts, you will likely need to transfer money regularly from
one account to the other. Ask your bank for more details about transferring
funds.
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